FOCUS ON CONSERVATION

LOGAN SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

LOGAN SOIL AND WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

“It is the goal of Logan Soil & Water Conservation District to promote stewardship of soil, water and other natural resources.”

2017 TREE SALE UNDERWAY

Logan SWCD is offering an assortment of tree packets for sale to urban and rural landowners. The plant
varieties are selected for their popularity and hardiness in the Logan County area and seed mixes to attract

pollinators. We feel that the species of seedlings we are offering are better suited for our local growing
conditions.

Trees provide food and cover for wildlife. The following trees and shrubs are great for animals and birds
through winter, spring, summer and fall. Our seedlings are 1-2 years old and are packaged in groups of ten.
This is an economical way to work toward establishing or adding to a wildlife area, to create a windbreak, or
landscape. Please see the enclosed order form for prices and deadline information.

TREE DESCRIPTIONS

American Arborvitae

A dense, flat green pyramidal
tree. It has feather-like,
yellowish-green needles with
blunt tips. Has a medium growth
rate and grows 40-60 ft. high.
Useful as a windbreak and wild-
life habitat.

Black Walnut

One of the most valuable native
trees. Heavy, strong, durable
heartwood, in great demand
for veneers, cabinet making. Nuts
are eaten by humans, twigs
and nuts are eaten by wildlife.

American Sycamore

One of the biggest, sturdiest &
most durable of North America
hardwoods. It's most striking
feature is it's unique bark, re-
sembling the camouflage of a
soldier's uniform. Height: 80-
100 ft. Does well in most soils.

Colorado Blue Spruce
Needles are stout and prickly
3/4— 11/4 inches long, rich green
to bluish green.

Moderate growth rate.

Black Hills Spruce

This free is a good yard or
ornamental tree and also makes
a good Christmas tree. It has a
conical form, compact and
dense, is adapted to cold; can
be used in windbreaks or
privacy screen.

Dogwood (White Flowering)
Produces creamy white blossoms in
spring and red berries in  autumn
& winter that are enjoyed by wild-
life. Height: 10-20 ft.
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Hazelnut (American)

A shrub with broad heart-shaped 2-
5" leaves. Leaves turn orange & pur-
ple in the fall. Has male & female
flowers. Male flowers hang in long
pendulum stalks (catkins) . Wildlife
and humans enjoy the edible nuts

Height: 10",
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Swamp White Oak

Happiest when its getting it's
feet wet, but is surprisingly
drought tolerant. Height: 50'.
Provides housing and food for
birds and mammals .

Tree Protectors
Translucent tubes provide a
protected, growth-friendly
environment for seedlings.
Offers protection against wind,
animals, birds and sprays.

Lilac (Late)

Norway Spruce

A fast growing, shrub that blooms
The purplish-white flowers appear
in mid to late May, sometimes
continuing into June. Grows 6-10
feet in height. Excellent for wild-
life. Easy to grow, & seldom both-
ered by pests.

Needles are dark green, 1/2 -
1 inch long. The twigs and
branchlets hang downward.
The only spruce with droop-
ing branchlets and the only
one with large cones. Height
is 60-90 feet. Useful for
wildlife habitat.

Sweet Gum

Tulip Popular

Star shaped leaves turning to
brilliant reds, oranges, yellows
& purples in autumn Sweet Gum
are extremely resistant to
pests & diseases. Birds enjoy
the seed capsules. Height: 60-
90 ft.

One of the tallest hardwoods.
Long straight trunk, narrow
crown & beautiful flowers
resembling tulips. Leaves turn
yellow in fall. Lumber is used
to build toys, furniture, in-
struments. Height: 80-100 ft.
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2017 CTC FARMER BREAKFAST MEETINGS
The 2017 Conservation Tillage Breakfast Meetings (CTC) have begun. The farmer

breakfast meetings are held at the Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory with the breakfast beginning at

7:30 AM and the meetings starting at 8:00 AM.

Dates and topics are:

= January 10-Precision Ag-John Fulton —The Ohio State University
=January 24-Weed Management-Jeff Stachler OSU Auglaize County
*February 7-Grain Marketing -Cal Whewell —-FC Stone

*February 21-Soil Health —Steve Baker -USDA/NRCS State Soils Scientist
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Red Oak

Leaves turn a vibrant red in
autumn. Fast growth, up to 2 ft.
per year. Prefers sandy loam
acidic soils in full sun. Wildlife
enjoys the acorns that are
produced. Height: 65-100 ft.
Good for timber & firewood.

White Pine

Needles are in 5's, 3-5 inches
long, soft texture, rich
green. Fast growth rate.
Height up to 100 feet. Good
as a windbreak.

Shagbark Hickory

A slow growing but potential-
ly massive tree that prefers
deep, moist, rich well-drained
soil and sunny areas. Virtually
disease and pest free, fruits,
etc. great for wildlife. Suited
more for a woodland area
rather than a yard.

Bee Feed Wildflower Mix

A blend of annual and perennial
flowers that provide nectar &
pollen to wild bees, honey bees &
other pollinators, Blooms early
summer to fall. 4 oz. poly bag
seeds approx. 1,350 square feet.

Sugar Maple
A native tree that has dark
green foliage turning yellow to
orange to fiery red in fall.
Grows in most types of soils.
The sap is used to make maple
syrup. Slow to medium growth.

Bird & Butterfly Seed Mix
The flowers in this blend attract
Hummingbirds and butterflies all
summer long. The heavy reseeding
annuals act as a natural food source
for songbirds all winter. 4 oz. poly
bag seeds 1,350 square feet.

Logan SWCD Annual Meeting Highlights

The Logan Soil and Water Conservation District’s 73rd annual meeting was held
September 8, 2016 at Winner’s Harvest Barn and we were happy to have the opportunity

to again join with Logan County Farm Bureau for their annual meeting.

¢ Candidates one supervisor position were : David Knight and Mark Vernon.

¢ David Knight was re-elected to serve another 3 year term.

e David and Gina Tighe were honored as Cooperator of the Year.

A big thank you to Mark Vernon for running for the Logan SWCD Supervisor position.




2017 TREE PACKET ORDER FORM

NAME PHONE
ADDRESS CITY
ZIP
MAKE ORDERS PAYABLE TO: Logan SWCD
324 Co. Rd. 11

Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311

SEEDLINGS ARE 10 PER PACKET ***ALL SALES ARE FINAL*** NO REFUNDS

PACKET NA AME

22 Tree Shelters -ht. -4' dlam 4" mcludes s’rcke tie
Deadline for placing order is March 10, 2017
Payment must accompany order - cash or checks accepted-please make checks payable to: Logan SWCD
Cannot accept debit or credit cards
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LOGAN SWCD OFFICE USE ONLY

Payment Date: Total:

Receipt #: Cash Check #




You are invited to join us for the
Logan Soil and Water Conservation District and the

USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service
Soil Quality Breakfast Meeting
March 21, 2017-7:30 AM
Liberty Gathering Place
111 N. Detroit St, West Liberty, OH 43357




USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service News

Leisha Billenstein, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS
USDA Now Accepting Applications for Conservation Stewardship Program

COLUMBLUS, Ohio, Dec. 1, 2016 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
is currently accepting applications for enrollment in the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), the nation’s largest
conservation program.

NRCS has made several updates to the program this year to help producers better evaluate their conservation options and
the benefits to their operations and natural resources. New methods and software for evaluating  applications will help
producers see up front why they are or are not meeting stewardship thresholds, and allow them to pick practices and
enhancements that work for their conservation objectives. These new tools also allow producers to see potential payment
scenarios for conservation early in the process.

“This year, the Conservation Stewardship Program provides even more opportunities for conservation and greater flexibility at
the local level to prioritize resource concerns and conservation approaches,” says Terry Cosby, State Conservationist in
Ohio.” Customized CSP tools for Ohio will improve the customer experience during application evaluations.”

NRCS offices will accept applications through February 3, 2017. People interested in the additional opportunities the updated
CSP will offer can find information on the new CSP portal, located at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/csp . This one-stop shop,
which provides information to help producers determine whether CSP is right for them, will be continually updated as more

information becomes available. Changes that producers can expect to see include nearly double the enhancements and
conservation practices offered and better reporting tools to tell producers the results of their conservation efforts on their
land.

Through CSP, agricultural producers and forest landowners earn payments for actively managing, maintaining, and expanding
conservation activities like cover crops, ecologically-based pest management, buffer strips, and pollinator and beneficial insect
habitat — all while maintaining active agriculture production on their land. CSP also encourages the adoption of cutting-edge
technologies and new management techniques such as precision agriculture applications, on-site carbon  storage and
planting for high carbon sequestration rate, and new soil amendments to improve water quality. NRCS has addressed
producer and stakeholder input requesting greater flexibility to address local resource concerns. Now, NRCS will more
effectively utilize input from farmers, ranchers and partners in State Technical Committees and local workgroups to inform
and expand conservation strategies under the program. Producers will be better prepared to apply because they will know
these local ranking priorities and targeted resource concerns in advance.

CSP is for producers who are already established conservation stewards, helping them to deliver multiple conservation
benefits on working lands, including improved water and soil quality and enhanced wildlife habitat. Information about CSP,
including national and state ranking questions and enhancement descriptions, is available on the Ohio NRCS website.

Producers interested in the program should contact the Logan County District Field Office at 937-593-2946 .

Conservation Client Gateway

Conservation Client is a secure online web application that gives landowners and land managers, operating as individuals, the ability to
track their payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance, and electronically sign documents anytime, anywhere.
Conservation Client Gateway provides users the flexibility to determine when they want to engage with NRCS online and they prefer
in-person conservation planning assistance.

Benefits for using Conservation Client Gateway include the ability to use the system 24 hours a day seven days a week, reduce the amount
of trips to your local field office, review and sign conservation plans and view plans and maps of your farming operation. For additional
information please visit the USDA/NRCS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway or contact our office at 937-593-2946.




USDA Farm Service Agency News

Darin Leach, County Executive Director, USDA/FSA
New County Committee Member for Logan County FSA

Dan Burch has been elected to the Logan County Committee to serve a three year term starting January 1, 2017.
He replaces Fred Hoffman who had to step down after serving for three consecutive terms. Dan will be
representing producers from the townships of Stokes, Bloomfield, Washington, Pleasant, Miami, Harrison, and
Union. Dan and his brother farm in North West Logan County where they raise corn and soybeans. The county
committee serves as an important process in the administration of commodity and conservation programs, as
they are the local representation for producers.

2017 ARC/PLC Enroliment Period has Started
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as

the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA county offices to sign
contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a
contract each program year.

The Logan County FSA office is encouraging producers to call and make an appointment to sign up for the 2017
crop year. Make sure to notify the office of any changes such as picking up new farms, changes in names and
addresses including email and phone numbers. It is much easier to make changes now instead of waiting until
the last minute and possibly missing a deadline.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage
facilities.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities
include corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils,
chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture,
hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns
and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and
$100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a
diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local
food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, producers are encouraged to contact the Logan County FSA office
at 937-592-8896.



LOGAN SWCD/NRCS
324 C.Rd. 11
Bellefontaine, Oh
43311

Phone: 937-593-2946 Ext. 3
www.co.logan.oh.us/soilandwater/
Logan SWCD Hours:
Monday-Friday 7:30 AM-4:30 PM

LOGAN SWCD SUPERVISORS
Eric Johnson David Knight Tim Lyden
Frank Phelps Joe Ramsey
LOGAN SWCD STAFF
Lorre Culp—Secretary/GIS
Deb Roberts-District Administrator
Steve Searson-District Technician
USDA/NRCS STAFF
Leisha Billenstein ~District Conservationist
LaRae Baker-NRCS Resource Conservationist
Randy Smith-Soil conservation Technician
Brian Leptak -Civil Engineering Technician
Mike Retterer— Pheasants Forever Biologist
INDIAN LAKE WATERSHED PROJECT
Vicky Boots-Fxecutive Director

i DATES TO REMEMBER

January 10- Logan SWCD Tree Sale Begins
January 10 - CTC Meeting -7:30 AM,
Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory:

January 16-  Martin Luther King Day-
Office Closed

January 17-  Logan SWCD Board Meeting -
5:00 PM-Logan SWCD office

January 24-  CTC Meeting, 7:30 AM,

Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory
February 7-  CTC Meeting -7:30 AM,

Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory
February 20- President's Day-Office Closed
February 21- CTC Meeting -7:30 AM,

Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory;
February 21- Logan SWCD board meeting -
5:00 PM - Logan SWCD office

March 10 - Deadline for Tree Sale orders
March 21- Logan SWCD board meeting -

8:00 AM - Logan SWCD office
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Want to be friends? We sure hope so!

Please “Like" us on Facebook.

AT

www.co.logan.oh.us/454/Soil-Water-Conservation-District

If you would like to receive
our newsletter electronically,
please send your request to:

deb.roberts@oh.nacdnet.net




